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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Burghclere Parish Council held on 

 10th January 2022 at 7pm in the Portal Hall Clubroom 
 

 

Present: Cllrs R Carrow (Chairman), S Whiting, J Parkes, G Morton, I Collins and 

 H Brierley 

 

 J Letsome (Clerk) 

 

 Borough Cllr John Izett (to item 187) 

 Borough Cllr Sam Carr (to item 187) 

 

 2 representatives from Burghclere Sports Club (to item 183) 

 

 3 Parishioners (to item 184)  

 

176.     Apologies 

 

Received and accepted from: 

 

• Cllr Wason. 

• Cllr Crowley 

• County Cllr Thacker 

177.    Declaration of members’ interests for this meeting 

There were none declared. 

 

178.    Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2021 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2021 had been circulated prior to the 

meeting, Cllr Brierley proposed they be accepted as a true record, this was seconded by 

Cllr Whiting and agreed by all. 

 

179.     Review Progress of actions from meeting held on 6th December 2021 

 

There was an update on progress of the actions, as follows: 

 

Item 

No: 
Action Due by Progress Owner 

151 Upload approved November minutes to website  Actioned Clerk 

152 Subscribe to Parish Online Training  Outstanding 

– to carry 

forward 

Cllr 

Wason 

152 Draft policy re Parish Freeman scheme for 

consideration. 
 Outstanding 

– to carry 

forward 

Clerk 
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154 Apply to Members Grant Scheme for cost of 

thermal imaging device. 

 

£226.80 received. 

 Actioned Cllr 

Carrow 

156 Add Sports Club Report to January agenda  Actioned Clerk 

159 Submit responses to planning consultations. As given 

on docs. 

Actioned Clerk 

160 Pass Orchard Homes contact to Cllr Izett  Actioned Cllr 

Carrow 

164 Clerk to progress registration re Rural Payments 

Scheme 
 Actioned Clerk 

165 Progress Playground & Fencing project   Ongoing 

– to carry 

forward 

Cllr 

Carrow 

167 Draft Wellbeing policy and add summary of Cllr 

training to next agenda 

 

Wellbeing policy – later agenda item. Cllr 

training to be added to next agenda. 

 Partially 

actioned 

Clerk 

169 Liaise with other groups re plans for Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee. 

 

Meeting arranged. 

 Actioned Cllr 

Whiting 

170 Advise Lengthsman of tasks for January and 

share date (when known) 
 Actioned Clerk 

173 Process BACS payments  Actioned Cllr 

Carrow 

173 Complete final budget and submit Precept 

request.  

 Actioned Clerk 

174 Advise Greenham Trust of Annual Assembly 

date. 

 Actioned Clerk 

174 Respond to Fair Close Day Centre and invite to 

Community Café. 

 Actioned. Clerk/Cllr 

Whiting 
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180.     To note minutes of Pinder Recreation Trust meeting held 1st November 2021 

Cllr Whiting proposed that the minutes of the Pinder Recreation Trust meeting held on 

4th October 2021 be accepted as a report to the Parish Council, this was seconded by 

Cllr Collins and approved by all. These are attached at Appendix A. 

 

181.     County Councillor Report  

 

 Cllr Thacker was not in attendance and had not submitted a report. 

182.     Borough Councillor Report 

 Cllr Izett reported on: 

 

 Covid-19 Grants 

Additional grants that had been made available to sectors in the borough that continued 

to be impacted by the pandemic, including: 

 

• Omicron Hospitality and Grant – one off grants of up to £6000. 

• Additional Restrictions Grant – a discretionary fund for businesses who would 

not qualify for the Omicron Grant. 

B&DBC had distributed £46 million in grants since the start of the pandemic. 

 

Unemployment 

The unemployment rate in the borough was currently 3%, compared with the national 

statistic of 4.6%. 

 

Basingstoke Leisure Park 

Previous plans to develop the site had encountered difficulties and would not be 

proceeding. However, a new team would be engaging with the community on plans for 

a scaled back redevelopment, specifically looking at improving the aquadrome. 

 

Budget 2022/23 

The public consultation period had ended. 

 

Orchard Homes 

He had met with a representative of the developers which had given him an opportunity 

to outline expectations, including those relating to climate change and sustainability. 

 

Newtown Road Recycling Facility  

He understood that permits for Hampshire residents would not be renewed in March, 

however it would still be possible to register for slots online, subject to payment. 

 

Councillor Grant Scheme 

This was open for applications from Parish Councils, Voluntary Groups, Charities and 

Churches until 28th January 2022. Small grants were available up to a maximum of 

£1000. 
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Green waste collections 

There were still difficulties meeting collection dates due to sickness and Covid-19 

isolation issues. 

Local Plan Update 

Cllr Carr gave an overview of the Economic, Housing and Planning (EPH) committee 

meeting which had been held on 6th January as part of the Local Plan update 

consultation process. The committee had considered draft proposals around settlement 

boundaries and housing allocations for rural areas. Concerns were noted around how 

some of the allocation for Tadley would be absorbed by other areas.  

183.     Sports Club Report 

 

Cllr Carrow welcomed two representatives of the sports club who were in attendance 

to discuss their immediate concerns regarding the poor condition of the building, 

together with their long-term aim to make the more substantial improvements needed 

to enhance accessibility and increase attendance, possibly with a view to building a new 

facility. He also suggested they should attend PC meetings more regularly, at least 

formally on an annual basis. 

 

Several funding options were discussed, including the possibility of re-allocating S106 

funds that remained unspent – Cllr Izett indicated he would be able to make enquiries.  

 

Cllr Carrow offered to link them with Catherine Kirkham with a view to exploring the 

options available for grants or redevelopment. In the meantime, he suggested they start 

to clearly plan what their vision for the future was. 

 

Cllr Whiting said that it was important to balance the maintenance priorities across all 

the community facilities, noting that most funding sources came with specific 

restrictions with regards to what they could be used for.  

 

184. Parishioners’ open time 

 

Three Parishioners were in attendance to raise concerns about survey activity in the 

Ayres Lane area, indicating the possibility of a future substantial housing development.  

Cllr Carrow explained the process developers/land promoters undertake and that they 

would know a Neighbourhood Plan was in place.  He hoped our planned review would 

be able to extend its protection against speculative development beyond 2023. He noted 

that the lack of a local plan was leading to a large amount of speculative submissions 

in the borough as a whole, which pose a significant risk to planning coherence.  Such 

activity should continue to be closely monitored and he was open to being sent more 

information on this topic as it becomes known. 

 

Cllr Whiting raised concerns on the continued fly-tipping of green waste in the village, 

it was agreed that a reminder not to do so should be published in the parish magazine.  
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185. Chairman’s Comments 

 

Cllr Carrow reported that: 

• Work had commenced on a “London Bridge” policy, which would outline the 

measures to be taken. He had consulted with B&DBC and Rev.Anthony Smith – 

who would be willing to attend the March meeting to ensure there was a co-

ordinated response. 

• He was very concerned at a report in The Guardian that the Environment 

Agency had told its staff to “shut down” and ignore reports of low-impact pollution 

events due to a lack of funds to investigate them.  Flooding at Harts Hollow should 

continue to be reported to the Agency.  On a more positive note he was pleased to 

report that a fish had been sighted at Broken Way ford; this was a promising sign 

that reduced flooding may have led to an improvement in the water quality. 

 

186. Planning applications received since 6th December 2021 

The following applications were discussed:   

 

• 21/03578/HSE The Wolery Burghclere Road Earlstone Common RG20 9HN  

Erection of single storey side extension, insertion of new ground floor doors to rear 

elevation to replace window, new boundary treatments, erection of new front gates and 

associated landscaping at existing vehicular entrance. 

 

Response: No comment 

 

• 21/03317/LBC Norman Farm Well Street Burghclere 

Internal and external alterations to enable the conversion of two listed barns to 2 no. new 

dwellings and conversion of one other listed barn to an ancillary domestic building 

 

Response: Cllrs were pleased to learn of plans to renovate the listed barns at Norman Farm 

but questioned the need for a separate access onto Well St from Barn A especially since the 

road is narrow and on a bend at that point. Subject to sight lines survey they would 

recommend that the existing entrance continues to be used for Barn A. 

 

• 21/03600/HSE 6 Weir Vale Cottages Old Burghclere RG20 9NR 

Construction of hardstanding and vehicular access from existing entry point 

 

Response:  Burghclere Parish Council objected to the original proposal, which was 

appealed and dismissed by the Planning Inspectorate. There were no grounds to change this 

position and another objection would be raised. 

Decisions reached by B&DBC since previous meeting:  

 

• 21/02929/HSE The Old Station Spring Lane Burghclere RG20 9JP 

Erection of double garage with garden utility room and rear veranda with ancillary 

rooms over garage area. Erection of single storey rear orangery and glazed link 

between orangery and garage building 

 

Decision: Granted 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/environment-agency
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/environment-agency
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• 21/02925/HSE Burn Brae Woodbine Lane Burghclere 

Erection of two storey side extension with internal associated alterations and external 

hard landscaping 

 

Decision: Granted 

 

• 21/02351/RET The Maltings Broken Way Adbury Holt RG20 9BN 

Replacing the existing old septic four tank system for a new treatment plant 

(Harlequin 9pop IPS) and raised mound soakaway. 

 

Decision: Granted 

 

•  21/02779/ROC Barns at Norman Farm, Well Street, Burghclere 
Variation of condition 1 of 18/02842/FUL to amend the approved plans 

 

Decision: Granted 

 

 

187.      Planning Update 

 

 Cllr Carrow spoke to the report below: 

Neighbourhood Plan review.  

That morning there had been a useful meeting with Andrew Rushmer, Robyn Milliner 

(B&DBC police planners) and Jon Dowty from Oneill Homer (OH). They had 

considered terminology, noting that that the terms “review” or “modification” were still 

open to interpretation by Local Planning Authorities, the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) 

and Locality, who provide funding.  Although it is technically a review, the term 

modification will be used to differentiate between a complete re-write, which would 

involve another referendum - and the introduction of new policies, which in all 

likelihood would not.  Key was to ensure that the parish is covered fully by Para 14b of 

the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which states: “the neighbourhood 

plan contains policies and allocations to meet its identified housing requirement.”  

Taken at face value the answer is yes, we do - both for the present and the future plan. 

But B&DBC Policy Planning would invite their Legal team to confirm that it would 

still do so, and that any modification did not reset the clock as far as the NP forming 

part of the development plan is concerned.  OH would keep their eyes open for any 

PINS rulings that might provide evidence but noted it was early days. Getting legal 

feedback was likely to take until March 2022. This is also when the Local Plan Update 

(LPU) policies will go to the EPH, which should be helpful, and allow our revision to 

incorporate new policies on design and climate change alongside theirs. There was still 

some slippage in the LPU timings with Regulation 18 coming around June rather than 

the Spring. Together with OH, he would look at policies currently being developed and 

believed there was still time to make any modification before May 2023. The unknown 

remains the housing allocation for Tadley, which has to be redistributed due to 

restrictions around AWE, and whether that will change our housing target figures. 

 

188.     Road matters 
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Cllr Carrow had resubmitted reports about Well St (Duncroft Farm) and Coopers Lane 

to Hampshire Highways and Cllr Tom Thacker. 

 

189. Footpaths Report 

 

Cllr Carrow reported that: 

 

• The new bridge at Sydmonton Common had been completed. 

• A report of flooding in West Street had been received, he had subsequently 

undertaken some work to improve it and reported it to Countryside Services. 

 

Cllr Collins reported on concerns raised by a parishioner on a stretch of footway, Cllr 

Carrow noted this to be a Highways matter, but would report it. 

190.   Burghclere Common management  

The Clerk confirmed registration for the rural payments scheme had been completed 

and the map submitted. She would update Simon Melville on progress 

 

191.    Playground Project/S106 funding 

 

Cllr Carrow reported that it was necessary to review the plans due to a shortfall of 

approximately £1500 in available funding. Additional S106/CIL money was likely to 

be due, but it remained likely that the project would be completed in phases unless there 

was further clarification as to how much that would be and when it would be available. 

It was noted that the end of year figure for reserves may provide the sum needed to 

complete the project in full. 

 

192. Hampshire 2050 Climate Change 

 

Cllr Carrow reported that funding had been received from HCC’s Members’ Grant fund 

towards the cost of the thermal imaging device. 

 

193. Wellbeing, training, and development 

• A draft wellbeing policy had been circulated and was approved by all, together 

with agreement to a statement being published on the website to declare a zero-

tolerance approach to bullying and harassment.  

• A proposal to amend the litterwarden’s contract to clarify his conditions relating 

to sick pay was agreed.  

 

194. Website & IT – to include fibre network scheme 

Cllr Carrow reported that he had undertaken revisions to the pages relating to planning 

and covid, including the addition of new images. He suggested that the website should 

be reviewed more regularly, and at least monthly.  

 

Cllr Whiting confirmed that the pages relating to booking the Portal Hall seemed to be 

working well. 
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195. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 

Cllr Whiting reported that there had been a good response to the invitation she had 

extended to a planning meeting on 25th January. Cllr Carrow would publicise it on 

nextdoor.com. 

 

196. Lengthsman visit 

 

The Clerk reported that the next visit was due on 13th January 2022 with the following 

tasks to be undertaken: 

 

• clearing the drain near the sports club  

 

• clearing the stretch of overgrowth on the left-hand side beyond the Carnarvon 

Arms. 

 

197. Documents for review and agreement 

There were none. 

 

198. Receive and consider Grant Applications 

 

 There were none. 

 

199. Accounts 

 

To note monthly payments previously approved  

 

The payments detailed below were noted to have been paid prior to the meeting. 

 

Budget Section  Date Details  Cheque Amount  

Expenditure  Approved & Paid      

Salary/PAYE 02/01/2021 Litterwarden SO £463.32 

Salary/PAYE 02/01/2022 Clerk - Salary  BACS £714.18 

Admin/Courses  02/01/2022 Clerk - Expenses BACS £53.00 

Salary/PAYE 02/01/2022 HMRC re F Knott & Letsome 
PAYE 

BACS £99.92 

    £1,330.42 

 

 

 

The Clerk had previously circulated a year end bank reconciliation for period ending 

29th November 2021. 

 

• A balance in the Treasurers account of £15639.37. 
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• The balance in the Business Bank Instant Account stood at £6804.42. 

• The balance in the Newbury Building Society account stood at £19458.96 

 

200. Clerk’s Report  

 

• It was agreed that the Annual Parish Assembly would start at 7pm on Tuesday 

17th May 2022. 

 

• The Clerk’s annual appraisal had been arranged for Monday 28th February, with 

the staffing committee. 
   

201. Next Meeting. 
 

Monday 7th February 2022 at 7pm, to be held in the Portal Hall Clubroom. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.02pm 

 

Actions from January Meeting: 

 

 

Item 

No: 

Action Due by Progress Owner 

178 Upload approved December minutes to website  Actioned Clerk 

179 Subscribe to Parish Online Training   Cllr 

Wason 

179 Add summary of Cllrs training to next agenda   Clerk 

183 Cllr Carrow to link Sports Club with Catherine 

Kirkham. 

 Actioned Cllr 

Carrow 

184 Reference to the fly-tipping of green waste to be 

included in monthly news article. 

 Actioned Clerk 

185 Add “London Bridge” to March agenda and 

invite Rev. Anthony Smith. 

  Clerk 

186 Submit responses to planning consultations. 13th Jan Actioned Clerk 

189 Report footway concern.  Actioned Cllr 

Carrow 
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190 Advise Simon Melville of progress re 

registration to rural payments scheme. 
  Clerk 

193 Upload wellbeing policy and anti-bullying 

statement to website. 
 Partially 

actioned 

Clerk 

193 Prepare revision to litterwarden contract and 

advise him. 
 Partially 

actioned 

Clerk 

195 Publicise meeting re Queens Jubilee meeting on 

nextdoor.com 
  Cllr 

Carrow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Appendix A 
 

 

Minutes for the meeting of the Pinder Recreational Trust Management Committee 

held on 1st November 2021 at 8.20pm in the Portal Hall Clubroom 

 

Present: A Crowley – Chairman (AC), R Carrow – Vice- Chairman (RC), I Collins (IC),  

G Morton (GM), S Whiting (SW), Julian Parkes (JP), Helen Brierley (HB) 

 and A Wason (AW) 

 

J Letsome (JL) - minutes. 

 

Borough Cllr John Izett (for AOB only) 

 

1. Apologies 

 

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2021 

AC proposed the minutes be accepted as an accurate record; this was agreed by all. 

 

3. Review of Actions and Matters arising from previous minutes  

 

Item 

No: 
Action Due by Progress Owner 
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3  Review draft policy re licensing requirements and 

number of events, submit final draft for approval. 

 

AC gave an overview of the previously circulated 

draft document. This was approved by all. 

 Actioned AC/SW 

3  Progress roof quotes   Later 

agenda 

item 

CS 

3 Progress quote for capping chimney  Later 

agenda 

item 

CS 

3 Continue to research funding options re windows 

and submit applications 
 Later 

agenda 

item 

AC 

3 Progress NBS form re change of signatories  In 

progress 

JL 

3 Arrange for CCLA change of details form to be 

submitted. 

 In 

progress 

JL 

4 Advise Pre-School of agreed charging 

arrangements. 
 Actioned SW 

5. Submit funding application to B&DBC re projector  In 

progress 

JL 

6. Add Sports Club lease review to January 2022 

agenda. 
 To carry 

forward 

JL 

8. Establish situation re allotment waiting list and 

confirm who No. 1 will be allocated to. 

 

Research amount others charge for allotments. 

 Actioned 

 

 

Actioned 

SW/JL 

 

 

JL 

11. Contact SSE to query ALM paperwork.  Actioned AC 

 

 
 

4. Pre-School Update 

SW reported that: 

 

• they were experiencing difficulties in meeting the requirement to have parents 

making up 60% of the committee.  

 

• low numbers remained a concern.  
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• they had requested a lock be fitted on the door between the clubroom area and 

hall, this would ensure compliance with security requirements in advance of an 

expected Ofsted visit.  

 

• the ongoing problems with the heating system could result in them being unable 

to open on days when the temperature was too low. 

 

5. Portal Hall – Future Bookings, Management & Maintenance, Portal Cottage 

SW reported that bookings continued to be very busy with at least 1 or 2 events booked 

in each week up until the end of the year.  

 

Several concerns maintenance and management concerns were raised including: 

 

• The window cleaner had expressed a reluctance to continue with cleaning the 

windows, many of which were becoming unstable. It was agreed that AC would 

review the three quotes that had been provided with a view to commencing the 

replacement of the windows in stages and as funds permitted. 

 

• The heating system was felt to be inadequate. On discussion it was agreed that AC 

would contact heating engineers with a view to resolving the problem. 

 

• The gutters regularly filled with leaves. It was agreed that AC would assist RC with 

clearing them when required. 

 

• The work to investigate the roof problem remained outstanding. It was agreed that 

this could be undertaken alongside capping the chimney, and that AC would 

progress the quotes that Chris Saint had obtained. 

 

It was noted that the PAT testing had been completed. The purchase of a Christmas Tree 

was agreed by all. 

 

6. Sports Club Update  

GM reported that: 

 

• they would be proceeding with a “Christmas Cracker” event on 4th December which 

would include a running of the train. On discussion it was agreed that there would 

be advantages to timing the lighting of the Christmas tree so that it followed on 

from this event. SW would speak to the sports club.  

 

• would be obtaining a defibrillator to be partly sponsored by the FA, however they 

would be seeking funding for the remaining costs and might submit a grant 

application to the PC. 

 

• some members of the Sports Club committee had expressed criticism towards 

Pinder and the PC, they felt there had been a lack of support towards helping them 

resolve some of the maintenance difficulties they were facing. On discussion, it was 

agreed that representatives of the committee should be invited to attend a future 

meeting. AC and RC would draft a letter, 
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7. Priority Works List 

There was nothing further to add beyond the priorities already identified.  
   

8. Allotments 

JL reported that allotment number 1 had been allocated to a new holder, with an 

agreement signed and returned. On discussion, it was agreed to keep the annual fee at 

£10. 

 

9. Playground update 

JL confirmed the weekly inspections had taken place, two defects had been identified: 

 

• RC was obtaining a quote to repair the swing. 

 

• The rotting timber on the multiplay system was noted to be low risk and not 

requiring immediate attention.  

 

RC had reported on progress of the playground project within the earlier Parish Council 

meeting.  

 

10. IT/Website Update 

Nothing further in addition to the matters covered in the earlier Parish Council meeting. 

 

11. SSE Purchase 

AC reported that there had been no further progress since he had queried the requirement 

for all to complete the anti-money laundering forms.  

 

12. Accounts 

JL had previously circulated the latest accounts. The surplus for the year to date was 

showing as £17,958.10. The bank balance as of 28th October 2021 stood at £64,494.59, 

with £8,226.25 in the Newbury Building Society account.  

 

AC reported that he would soon be signing the audited accounts for the year ending 31st 

March 2021 that had been previously circulated. They would then be submitted to the 

Charity Commission. A zoom meeting would be arranged between the accountants, 

himself, and JL.  

 

13. Date of Next Meeting 

Monday 6th December 2021 after the Parish Council meeting. 

 

14. Any Other Business 

 

Borough Cllr John Izett had been delayed and therefore not able to deliver his report to 

the earlier PC meeting, it was therefore agreed he would report to this meeting on his 

arrival. His report was noted, and covered: 

 

• Local Plan Update – The next meeting in the consultation process was due to take 

place, which would be considering proposals around settlement boundaries and housing 

allocations for rural areas.  
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• Budget 2022/23 –  Proposals would be considered at cabinet on 9th November, with the 

borough seeking savings to enable them to produce a balanced budget. This would be 

followed by a 6-week public consultation period. 

• Basingstoke Leisure Park – Previous plans to develop the site had encountered 

difficulties and would not be proceeding. However, it was hoped that a scaled back 

redevelopment could proceed, specifically looking at improving the ageing aquadrome 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.25pm. 

 

 

Actions 
 

Item 

No: 
Action Due by Progress Owner 

3 Progress NBS form re change of signatories   JL 

3 Arrange for CCLA change of details form to be 

submitted. 

  JL 

3. Submit funding application to B&DBC re projector   JL 

3. Add Sports Club lease review to January 2022 

agenda. 
  JL 

4. Fit lock to door.   AC & RC 

5. Review and progress window quotes.   AC 

5. Contact heating engineers.   AC 

5. Clear gutters.   RC & AC 

5. Review and progress quotes re capping chimney 

and roof work. 

  AC 

6. Speak to Sports Club re 4th December.   SW 

6. Draft letter to invite Sports Club representatives to 

future meeting. 
  RC & AC 
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12. Arrange Zoom meeting with accountants. 

 

Submit accounts to Charity Commission. 

  AC & JL 

 

 


