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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Burghclere Parish Council held on 

 7th June 2021 at 7pm in the Portal Hall Clubroom 
 

 

Present: Cllrs A Crowley (Vice-Chairman), S Whiting, G Morton, I Collins and  

A Wason  

 

 Borough Cllr J Izett (to item 40) 

 County Cllr T Thacker(from item 34 to item 40) 

   

J Letsome (Clerk) 

 
 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Crowley who was acting as meeting Chairman in the absence 

of Cllr Carrow. 

 

29. Apologies 
 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Carrow and Canning. 

 

Cllr Crowley reported that Cllr Canning had notified Cllr Carrow and the Clerk of her 

intention to stand down from the Parish Council after approximately 45 years of service.  

Her dedication, hard work and commitment to both the Parish Council and Pinder 

Recreation Trust over many years was acknowledged, and Cllr Crowley was pleased to 

note her willingness to continue to share her knowledge and experience as required.  

 

30. Declaration of members’ interests for this meeting 

 

None declared 

 

31. Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 4th May 2021 

 

The minutes of the annual council meeting held on 4th May 2021 had been circulated 

prior to the meeting, Cllr Crowley proposed they be accepted as a true record, this was 

agreed by all. 

 

32. Review Progress of actions from meeting held on 4th May 2021 

 

There was an update on progress of the actions, as follows: 

 

Item 

No: 
Action Due by Progress Owner 

12 Upload approved April meeting minutes to 

website 

 Actioned Clerk 

13 Purchase up to date copy of Arnold Baker  Actioned Clerk 
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13 Progress SEO.  Later 

agenda 

item. 

Cllr 

Crowley 

13 Progress options re online document storage 

with Clerk. 

 
Cllr Crowley reported that he intended to trial the use of 

“Dropbox” with the Clerk. 

 Ongoing Cllr 

Crowley 

18 Agree response to Shell Tothill consultation 25th May Actioned Planning 

Working 

Group 

20 Check potholes reported on website  Actioned Cllrs 

Whiting & 

Wason 

20  Contact County Cllr re potholes  Actioned Cllr 

Carrow 

24 Obtain amended insurance quote from BHIB 10th May Actioned Clerk 

25 Prepare final version of amended Clerk’s 

contract for signing by Cllr Carrow. 

 
Clerk prepared and will submit to Cllr Carrow for signing. 

 Ongoing Clerk 

25 Review and amend Emergency Plan prior to 

circulating for approval. 
7th June Actioned Cllr 

Carrow 

25 Upload approved documents to website.  Actioned Clerk 

26 Process BACS payment for outstanding invoice  Actioned Cllr 

Carrow 

 

 

33. Notes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 4th May 2021 
 

These were received and accepted as a true record. 

 

34. Borough Councillor Report 

 

Cllr Izettt reported that: 

 

• B&DBC had formally accepted the Neighbourhood Plan in a meeting held on 

27th May.  He acknowledged it to be an excellent piece of work which had been 

completed with remarkable speed. 
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• It looked likely that approval would be given to 2 sites around Basingstoke for 

the provision of approximately 500 homes to address the current gap, with the 

hope that they would be back on track with the Local Plan Update by 2023.  

However, he noted there had been indications in the Queen’s speech that 

requirements could change. 

 

• The recent local elections had resulted in a Conservative majority on B&DBC 

of 12.  Cabinet personnel remained the same, however many of the roles had 

changed – with Cllr Izett now being the cabinet member for Finance and Major 

Projects. 

 

• The Community Safety Patrol Officer for the area (Louise Hall) would be 

willing to meet with the Parish Council to give an overview of her role, 

specifically with regards to rural communities.  This was agreed to be a good 

idea. 

 

• The removal of some of the Borough’s community recycling bins was being 

considered as part of a cost reduction exercise.  On discussion, Cllrs reported 

that those located near the sports club were generally well used and it was felt 

that removing them would be contrary to the Borough’s aim to reduce carbon 

emissions. 

 

• Cllr Izett responded to a concern raised by Cllr Morton regarding the recent call 

for traveller sites.  He explained that this request had been prompted by a 

significant increase in the assessed need for sites in the borough. 

 

35. County Councillor Report 

 

Cllr Thacker reported that: 

 

• There had been little change because of the recent elections with Conservatives 

having a majority and the Leader & Deputy Leader remaining the same. 

 

• The “Serving Hampshire – Balancing the Budget Consultation” had been 

opened on 7th June and would continue until Sunday 18th July.  This was to 

review how a budget shortfall of £80 million over the next two years could be 

addressed.  He encouraged promotion and participation as it would give people 

a chance to express their views on several options, including: 

 

o Introducing and increasing charges for some services 

o Lobbying central Government for legislative changes 

o Generating additional income 

o Using the County Council’s reserves 

o Reducing and changing services 

o Increasing Council Tax 

o Changing local government arrangements in Hampshire 
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• He expected papers to soon be issued for a forthcoming executive decision day 

regarding a permanent solution to the arrangements permitting Hampshire 

residents’ access to the Newtown Road Recycling Facilities.  He confirmed that 

two potential sites in the Kingsclere area were still under consideration. 

 

36. Parishioners’ open time 

 

There were no Parishioners’ comments raised. 

 

37.       Chairman’s comments 

 

None raised. 

 

38. Planning applications received since 4th May 2021 

 
21/01335/FUL Brices Well Street 

Erection of 1 no. 3 bed dwelling and associated access on the side garden of the existing 

property 

 

Outcome: On discussion it was agreed to submit the response attached at  

Appendix A 
 

 

Consider and agree response to initial public consultation linked to a pre-application for a 

new church at St Michael’s School, Harts Lane. 

 

Outcome: On discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should establish the timescales 

for submitting any comments and to invite a representative to attend the next 

meeting (or an earlier one if necessary) to respond to questions. 

Decisions reached since previous meeting:  
 

21/00925/HSE Beacon View Yeomans Lane Newtown RG20 9BL 

Erection of single storey rear and side extensions including facade alterations, internal layout 

alterations and all associated works following demolition of existing conservatory. 

 

Decision: Granted 

 

21/00479/LDEU Ridgeway West Street Burghclere RG20 9LB 

Certificate of lawfulness for the continued occupation of dwelling by non agricultural worker 

(in excess of 10 years) in breach of Condition 4 of KWR/8546 

 

Decision: Granted 

 

21/00001/HSE Ayresfield Ayres Lane Burghclere RG20 9HG 

Erection of first floor front extension and two storey side/ rear extension 

 

Decision: Granted 

 
T/00654/20/TPO Little Acre Pinewood Drive Newtown Newbury Hampshire RG20 9BQ 

 Tree removal and pruning. 
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Decision: Granted 

 

To note: 

Planning Applications received for consultation after the meeting agenda has been published 

may also be considered. 

 

39. Planning 

Cllr Carrow had circulated the report attached as Appendix B prior to the meeting, this 

was taken as read with no comments raised, however Cllr Crowley noted the hard work 

and achievements of Cllr Carrow and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering group. 

 

40. Road matters 

 

Cllrs expressed ongoing concerns regarding road conditions and pot holes, along with 

raising observations on the patchy nature of recent work to improve Harts Lane.  Cllr 

Thacker explained the decision process that would have been taken prior to the work 

being undertaken but agreed with some of the comments that were raised.  

 

41. Footpaths Report 

 

Cllr Carrow had circulated the report attached at Appendix C which was accepted as 

read, however Cllr Whiting sought further clarification regarding the concerns that had 

previously been raised in the previous meeting on the feasibility of the York Gate at 

Hockley’s Hole.  She would discuss this further with Cllr Carrow.   

 

42. Hampshire 2050 Climate Change 

 

Nothing further to report. 

 

43. Parish Website & IT 

 

Cllr Whiting reported that the booking form on the website was still not working, Cllr 

Crowley would investigate.   

 

Cllr Crowley said that he had recently had sight of a report on website traffic which 

indicated it had slightly increased, but there was still work to be done to further improve 

it.  He noted that he still needed to meet with Cllr Collins to set up his email address. 

 

44. Parish noticeboards 

 

Cllrs considered a report that had been prepared and circulated by the Clerk, attached 

at Appendix D.  On discussion, it was agreed: 

 

• To remove the noticeboard located in Old Burghclere, noting that it was in a 

poor condition and not in a good location.   

 

• To repair and improve the noticeboard located on the corner of Breachfield. 
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Both these tasks could be undertaken by the Lengthsman. 

 

• Leave the remaining noticeboards in place. 

 

• To set up a “noticeboard” page on Facebook. 

 

45. Documents for Review and Agreement 

  

Cllr Crowley proposed that the previously circulated updated Emergency Plan be 

approved, this was agreed by all. 
 

46. Receive and consider Grant Applications 

 

 There were none to consider. 

 

47. Insurance Renewal 

 

Cllr Crowley proposed that the decision to accept BHIB’s insurance quote of £547.19 

per annum for 3 years be ratified, this was agreed by all. 

 

48. Accounts 

 

The Clerk had previously circulated the internal auditor report, along with the 

completed AGAR form, and explained that once this had been approved the relevant 

sections would be signed by Cllr Crowley and submitted for External Audit.  It was 

agreed that the Notice of Public Rights to inspect the accounts would be completed for 

the period 14th June – 23rd July, using the provided template.  This would be displayed 

on noticeboards and the website. 

 

48.a Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2020/21 

 

Cllr Whiting proposed Section 1 be approved, this was seconded by Cllr Wason and 

agreed by all. 

 

48.b Section 2 – Accounting Statement 2020/21 

 

Cllr Wason proposed Section 2 be approved, this was seconded by Cllr Morton and 

agreed by all. 

 

Cllrs noted the comments made by the internal auditor, including the recognition of the 

improvements that had been made.  The Clerk was thanked for her hard work and 

achievements.  
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To note monthly payments previously approved  

 

The payments detailed below were approved for payment by BACS  

 

Budget Section  Date Details  Cheque Amount  

Expenditure  Approved & Paid      

Salary/PAYE 02/06/2021 F Knott - Litterwarden SO £463.32 

Salary/PAYE 02/06/2021 J Letsome - Salary  BACS £606.00 

Courses/Admin 02/06/2021 J Letsome - Expenses  BACS £790.87 

Salary/PAYE 02/06/2021 HMRC re F Knott PAYE BACS £92.60 

Subscriptions 02/06/2021 HALC - LCPD Membership BACS £192.00 

Insurance 02/06/2021 BHIB Insurance BACS £547.39 

Other 02/06/2021 Do the Numbers - Audit BACS £240.00 

    £2,144.79 

     

 

 

 

The Clerk had previously circulated a year end bank reconciliation for period ending 5th May 

2021 and showing the following balances: 

 

• A balance in the Treasurers account of £17,039.11 

• The balance in the Business Bank Instant Account stood at £6803.95. 

• The balance in the Newbury Building Society account stood at £19458.96 

 

 

49. Clerk’s Report  

 

The Clerk had previously circulated an email exchange with a Parishioner regarding 

concerns with excessive airplane noise, specifically disturbance caused by a high 

number of flying lessons delivered in the area.  Cllrs felt they had nothing further to 

add to the response given by Cllr Carrow. 
 

50. Future Meetings 

Monday 5th July 2021 at 7pm, to be held in the Portal Hall Clubroom. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.33pm 
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Actions from June Meeting: 

 

 

Item 

No: 

Action Due by Progress Owner 

29 Take necessary actions re Cllr Vacancy   Clerk 

31 Upload approved May meeting minutes to 

website 
  Clerk 

32 Progress options re online document storage 

with Clerk. 
  Cllr 

Crowley 

32 Prepare final version of amended Clerk’s 

contract for signing by Cllr Carrow 
  Clerk 

34 Invite Community Safety Patrol Officer to speak 

at a future meeting 

  Clerk 

38 Submit response to planning application 
21/01335/FUL 

8th June Actioned Clerk 

38 Invite representative of St Michael’s School new 

church project to attend next meeting 

5th July  Clerk 

43 Amend booking form on website   Cllr 

Crowley 

43 Send suitable dates to Cllr Crowley re meeting to 

set up email address 

  Cllr 

Collins 

44 Arrange for removal and repair of noticeboards 

to be set up as a future lengthsman task.   

Set up Parish Facebook noticeboard page. 

  Clerk 

45 Upload amended emergency plan to website   Clerk 

48 Submit signed AGAR form re external audit and 

upload to website. 

Promote dates re exercise of public right to 

inspect. 

11th June  Clerk 
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Appendix A 

 

21/01335_FUL - Brices, Harts Lane, Burghclere 

 

Burghclere Parish Council is grateful for the opportunity to comment on this outline planning 

application, which is not supported for the reasons described below. 

 

The Planning Design statement refers to the Village Design Statement but makes no 

reference to the Neighbourhood Plan (NP).  This is surprising given that B&DBC had issued 

a Decision Statement on 12 May 2020 at which point, due to government edict, a 

neighbourhood plan can be given significant weight in decision-making, so far as the plan is 

material to the application.  Not only should this have been taken into consideration by the 

appellant but it should now be noted that the NP has passed at Referendum and been made by 

Council.  Our comments therefore reflect its extant statutory status. 

 

- Burghclere Parish is presently taking advantage of the approach encouraged by the 

Local Planning Authority (LPA) at Paragraph 4.39 of the Adopted Local Plan (ALP) 

to manage its environment.  The requirement, as set out in Paragraphs 4.66 and 4.67 

of the ALP explain the criteria for development to qualify under the policy 

requirements of SS5.  B&DBC noted in their letter to the Parish Council of 10 August 

2020 that ‘as of 1 April, 6 dwellings have been granted permission within and 

adjacent to the Burghclere SPB in the period 2011-2018 that satisfy the policy SS5 

requirement’.  

 

- With the adoption of the NP the Parish has met the ‘at least 10’ requirement, with its 

target of at least 15 dwellings on the site at Winchester Road/Harts Lane junction.  

This results in an over-achievement of at least 100% taking into account the 6 already 

built, thus meeting Policy SS1 and exceeding Policy SS5’s requirement by a large 

margin and significantly boosting the supply of homes.  As such, a proposal for a 

single new dwelling is not justified nor is this site allocated for new housing - 

Paragraphs SS1a and SS1e both refer. 
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- That the LPA does not have a 5 year supply is recognised and that Paragraph 11 of the 

NPPF provides for a ‘tilted balance’ in favour of sustainable development.  

Nevertheless as has been demonstrated this requirement is being more than met 

through the NP. 

 

• Location  The site is inside the Settlement Policy Boundary and engages further policies in 

the ALP and the NP.  

 

- Policy EM1.  The site has some impact of the character of the local landscape as it sits 

at the entrance to the main part of the village.  Approach from the North on Well 

Street leads directly to the junction of Well Street and Harts Lane, at the apex of 

which the proposed dwelling will be built.  The building is described as 2 storey, 

similar to houses to the West (Ladle House and Clere House).  Adjacent houses 

however (Brices and Headley) are bungalows, and with harmonious screening are not 

intrusive.  The proposed dwelling will be especially prominent in a way that the 

others, sited to one side of the junction are not, if, as described, it is of similar height 

to Cornerway on Ayres Lane.  We are therefore concerned that this application does 

not meet Policy EM11, nor does it respect the visual character along Well Street.  

- Previously Developed Land (PDL).  B&DBC’s informal guidance note on PDL 

(January 2019) notes at Paragraph 7 that “applications for planning permission are to 

be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material 

considerations indicate otherwise, the NPPF (and therefore the definitions within it) is 

an important material consideration and will form the basis on which the Local 

Planning Authority should determine planning applications.”   

- In discussing whether gardens are PDL the guidance concludes in paragraph 10: “In 

accordance with the NPPF and Local Plan, gardens within a settlement policy 

boundary will be regarded as being in a ‘built-up’ area.”   

- Parking.  We dispute the assertion that there is sufficient parking space for 4 cars.  

The plan assumes that cars are parked nose-to tail (less 2 that could be side by side), 

requiring cars to be driven in and out to be moved.  The consequence will be, as we 

 
1   Policy EM1 states that development will be permitted only where it can be demonstrated 
that the proposals are sympathetic to the character and visual quality of the area concerned 
and must respect, enhance and not be detrimental to the character or visual amenity of the 
landscape likely to be affected. 
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have seen elsewhere in the village, cars being parked in the road, creating a hazard to 

through traffic.  It should be noted in this context that Well Street is a major passage 

for buses transiting to and from the Clere School mornings and afternoons. 

- Policy B3 of Burghclere’s NP provides permissive guidance on development 

proposals in Residential Garden Land (RGL).  The criteria listed reflect paragraphs 70 

and 122 (d) of the NPPF 2 and are set out below. 

i. they maintain the prevailing character and appearance of 

buildings in their immediate locality; 

ii. they reflect the scale, mass, design and layout of existing 

residential dwellings; 

iii. they safeguard the amenities of adjacent residential dwellings and 

their curtilages; 

iv. they provide off-street parking to development plan standards;  

v. they have appropriate and safe access to the highway network; 

and 

vi. any loss of biodiversity value on the site will be fully mitigated, and 

measures to enhance biodiversity through habitat creation or 

improvement are incorporated. 

 

- We are concerned that the proposed building does not satisfactorily meet either Policy 

B3 i or ii. 

- The Parish Council further considers this site, bring so small, is highly inappropriate, 

and that the building does not reflect the scale, mass and design of existing residential 

dwellings.  We are concerned that this size means that the amenity value of the site to 

the occupants is considerably undermined.  It does not reflect the type and style of 

accommodation throughout the parish which combines larger-sized dwellings with 

gardens that provide better amenity. 

 

• Burghclere Parish Council respectfully invites the LPA to reject this application on the 

basis that: 

•  the site is not allocated for housing and as the quota is met the proposal is not 

justified. 

 
2   Paragraph 70.  Last sentence:  Plans should consider the case for setting out policies to resist 

inappropriate development of residential gardens, for example where development 
would cause harm to the local area. 
Paragraph 122.  Planning policies and decision should support development that make efficient use of 
land, tasking into account: 
(d) the desirability of maintaining an area’s prevailing character and setting (including residential 
gardens), or of promoting regeneration and change; 
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• the benefit of a single dwelling as currently shown runs counter to Policy EM1; 

• it runs counter to Policy B3 of the NP since it contributes to an unsympathetic and 

uncharacteristic development within the streetscene; 

• We do not consider the site has sufficient amenity space for the number of occupants 

proposed (3-bed); 

• We remain concerned that parking facilities are cramped, inadequate and would lead 

to parking on the main thoroughfare; 

• it would set a precedent that might allow unrestricted development in residential 

garden land elsewhere within the parish. 

 

Appendix B 

Neighbourhood Plan and planning report to BPC 7 June 21 
 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan referendum was held on 6 May.  Residents were asked:  “Do you 
want Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council to use the neighbourhood plan for 
Burghclere to help it decide planning applications in the area?”  Of 447 people who voted 
(an impressive 46.5% of those registered), 366 voted Yes and 81 voted No.  The majority 
was 81.8%. 
 
Once votes had been counted and the results announced on 7 May, our plan became part of 
B&DBC’s Development Plan.  This means that applicants and planning officials must take 
note of our policies, which now carry the same weight as those in their Plan.  Crucially the 
Plan should provide greater protection against speculative building proposals such as 
Falcon Developments’ application for 35 houses on Harts Lane, which was dismissed at 
appeal thanks principally to its threat to Neighbourhood Plan at referendum. 
 
I am very pleased and - given the huge pressure for development across the borough - 
much relieved and grateful that many in the community not only recognised those risks, but 
importantly, the opportunities and benefits of the Plan, and voted accordingly.   Indeed, 
confronted by a proposal for over 400 houses in Bishops Green, our neighbouring parish of 
Ecchinswell have recently begun work on their own Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Minor editing to convert the Referendum edition to the final version of the Plan has been 
undertaken, and it was formally ‘made’ by the Borough Council on 27 May. 
 
I consider it important to ensure development plans are brought forward in an open and 
transparent manner and where feasible are available for public consultation.  Chris Saint and 
Alison Stanton from the Steering Group have agreed to form part of an ad hoc liaison group 
to monitor and help influence progress with Highclere Estate.  We will be looking at specific 
policies within the plan, such as the Rural Business Hub, and how these might be brought to 
fruition. 
 
I will also look to develop a monitoring regime, which will mesh with B&DBC’s Annual 
Monitoring Report, which includes reports on all the Neighbourhood Plans in the Borough. 
 
Looking at the longer term, I am under no illusion that what happens beyond 2 years - when 
the new Local Plan is due to be published - will require an early review of our Plan.  
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However, a key factor is whether B&DBC’s loss of a 5 year land supply is recovered during 
the process of drawing up the Local Plan.  Ordinarily, as more sites are found and the 
housing numbers go up, the 5 year land supply target is achieved.  If this happens, our Plan 
would retain the same relevance and protection for longer and a re-write may not then be 
necessary. 
 
Another factor that might affect us is any decision by the government on planning reforms 
featured recently in the Queen’s Speech.  Without sight of the detail it is too early to speak of 
its consequences, but having commented on the 2020 Planning White Paper, this is 
something we should be watching very closely indeed. 
 
 

Appendix C 
 

Footpaths report 

 

 

Thanks to a small team of volunteers, Chris Hicks and Joe White, the York Gate, donated by 

Countryside Services, has been installed at Hockley’s Hole on footpath 040/29/1. 

 

I have been asked to look at the gate off Spring Lane onto 040/15/2.  It needs some work on 

the base to create a step and better security to prevent dogs passing underneath onto the road.  

This work will be carried out during June. 

 

Appendix D 

Parish Noticeboards 

 
Parish Noticeboards have previously been the traditional method of communicating with 

Parishioners on matters relating to Parish Council business, ensuring the legal requirement to 

display notices in a conspicuous place could be met. 3 However, in recent years parish websites 

have become a more accessible and adaptable method for sharing information, especially with 

regards to ensuring transparency requirements are adhered to, but it should be remembered that 

there will still be a significant number of parishioners who are unable or unwilling to access 

the internet.   

 

Therefore, the noticeboards continue to provide a vital alternative tool for displaying 

information that will be available to all, despite the challenges they present with regards to 

keeping them relevant, up to date and not crowded with advertisements or out of date 

information.  In addition, as they age and fall into a state of disrepair, they no longer serve to 

be the attractive window to the parish that they were originally intended to be. 

 

It is with this in mind, together with comments raised by Councillors, that this report has been 

prepared to provide an overview of the current condition of the four parish noticeboards with 

a view to reaching a decision regarding the need to repair, replace, remove, or relocate them. 

 

 

 

3 LGA 1972, s 232 requires for the posting of notices in some conspicuous place or places within the parish. 
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Location Condition, location and use 

Corner of 
Breachfield 

• Doors often swell making them difficult to open/shut properly. 
 

• Gets very damp inside due to large hole in the back of the 
noticeboard. 

 

• Generally, quite shabby in appearance. 
 

• Well used with a lot of information/adverts being posted on it. 
 

• Is in a good location – very visible. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Location Condition, location and use 

Entrance to 
Portal Hall 

• Doors are magnetic, do not swell and easy to open/shut 
 

• Does get very damp inside. 
 

• Generally, in the best repair out of all four, but still quite shabby. 
 

• Does not seem to attract many others to post information on it, 
so tends to be tidier. 
 

• Is in a good location – very visible. 
 

• Feels to be more of a Portal Hall board than a Parish one. 
 

• The information in the middle does not include any contact 
details for the hall, or the Parish – likely to easily become out of 
date. 
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Location Condition, location and use 

Church Lane 
(near bus stop) 

• Doors can swell making them difficult to open/shut at times. 
 

• Does get very damp inside. 
 

• Woodwork to front and back is in a poor state of repair, very 
chipped in places.  
 

• Is well used. 
 

• Is in a good location – very visible. 
 

• Is signed as being the Parish noticeboard. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Location Condition, location and use 

Old Burghclere • Doors can swell making them difficult to open/shut at times. 
 

• Does get very damp inside. 
 

• Overall, in an extremely poor state of repair – worst condition of 
them all. 
 

• Not well used with regards to information posted on it, and 
questionable how many view it. 
 

• Not in a good location or easily accessible – set back on the 
verge, near a corner.  Tends to get very overgrown underneath 
with nettles.  Not easy to pull over to add information to it. 
 

• Does not represent the parish well. 
 

• If it is to be replaced, it would be wise to consider the possibility 
of placing it in an alternative location in Old Burghclere. 
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Other factors to consider 

• Long term durability and cost of repair compared to replacement. 

• Repairs could be undertaken by Lengthsman for the cost of necessary materials. 

• Replacement noticeboards will offer a range of options – magnetic, lockable, rubber 

back board, aluminium, wood, recycled plastic etc.  

• Opportunity to introduce a brief noticeboard policy  

• Possibility of designating each one for a specific purpose, eg, Portal Hall, Parish and 

general community.   

• Cost of a replacement boards will be in the region of £1500, depending on style chosen 

and installation arrangements4.   

• Budgeting implications – allocate reserves at the end of this FY to the cost of replacing 

one or all of them – possibly over a period of time. 

• Possible funding sources available. 

• The opportunity to replace litterbins at the same time. 

 

Facebook as a Noticeboard 

This would also seem to be a timely opportunity to consider setting up a Parish Facebook Page, 

to be known as “Burghclere Parish Council Noticeboard” and similar to that which other 

Parishes have.  Parish Council information and notices could be posted in a similar way to that 

which would appear on the noticeboards, but with the advantage of directing people towards 

the website for more extensive information.   

There would be the capability to restrict public comments or others posting on the page, 

therefore interaction would be limited and reduce the risk of anything inappropriate appearing, 

however it would have the advantage of providing another method of communicating with 

parishioners in an accessible way. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
4 LGA 1972 s111 provides Parish Council’s with the power to do anything which is calculated to facilitate, or is conducive or incidental to, 

the discharge of any of their functions. 

 


